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Shall Greece Be Sacrificed to 
Secret Treaties? 


GENTLEMEN: 


I thank you for the great privilege of addressing 
you today on the so-far unrecognized rights of mod- 
ern Greece, and for the opportunity of appealing to 
you for your sympathy and interest in the fate of 
three million of my fellow-countrymen, whose suf- 
ferings in servitude are beyond the imagination of 
the free people of America. 

Before proceeding to a detailed analysis, will you 
allow me to bring before you evidence from an un- 
expected source, testifying to the justice and sacred- 
ness of our rights. This testimony is not that of a 
Greek, nor that of a citizen of some foreign country, 
sympathetic to the cause of Greece, and inimical to 
her enemies; it is the testimony of the most exalted 
personage of the Turkish Empire, the Sultan of the 
Turks himself. It was in 1915, during a conversa- 
tion with an American gentleman, Mr. Schreiner, 
correspondent and representative of the Associated 
Press in Constantinople, that the Sultan, in answer 
to a question of Mr. Schreiner’s expressed himself 
as follows: ‘We entered the war because the Rus- 
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sians wanted Constantinople, the Bosphorus and the 
Straits of the Dardanelles. But as you well know, 
the Russians have no earthly right either to Con- 
stantinople or to the Bosphorus. If anyone has a 
right to these it is certainly the Greeks from whom, 
in the fifteenth century, we wrested both Constanti- 
nople and the Bosphorus.” 

The Sultan was referring, of course, to the year 
1453, when Mahomed II. captured Constantinople, 
the capital of the Greek Byzantine Empire, and the 
last bulwark of European civilization and the Chris- 
tian faith, against the barbarians of Asia. Europe 
abandoned us then, contemplating with indifference 
the heroic struggle of the defenders of the civilized 
world, in their final effort to save their Capital, and 
all that it stood for, from the hordes of Asia, whose 
dream was at last realized. 

The Sultan was referring to the debt of the Turk 
to the Greek people; that debt of Asia to European 
civilization which, today, still remains unpaid. “If 
anyone has a right to Constantinople, it is certainly 
the Greeks from whom we wrested it.’ Four cen- 
turies is a long time, gentlemen, for a debt to remain 
unpaid, and I think the time has come when the 
Turks should be made to restore what they owe to 
Greece, and, through Greece, to modern Civilization 
and Christianity. 

The debt is not a small one! From Himara and 
Argyrocastro, through Thrace, to the shores of 
Asia Minor, south of Smyrna, fifty per cent of our 
race are still in bondage. 

In Epirus, the rights of the Greek people date 
from remote antiquity. In a forest of oaks, the 
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tree sacred to Zeus, and near Jannina, the capital of 
Epirus, there are still today to be seen the ruins of 
the oracle and temple of Dodona, dedicated to the 
King of the Gods. 

In 279 B. C. the Epirots, under the leadership 
of their King Pyrrhus, defeated the hitherto invinci- 
ble Roman legionaries in two pitched battles. 

The indomitable spirit of these mountaineers still 
survived in modern times. Before 1821, it was they 
who gave the signal for the uprising of the Greeks 
against their Asiatic oppressors, and Epirus can well 
be called the cradle of modern Greek history. It is 
interesting to note how many of the songs of modern 
Greek folk-lore had their origin in those snow- 
capped mountains—beautiful, melancholy poetry full 
of sorrow, hope and patient suffering. In the eight 
political divisions of Northern Epirus, of which the 
most important are Corytsa, Argyrocastro and Del- 
vino, there are today 107,000 Greeks and 227 Greek 
schools. Notwithstanding this, Europe, by the so- 
called decision of Florence, notified Greece, as late 
as in 1914, to abandon all those children of hers, be- 
cause the Italian Government wished that all these 
thriving Greek communities should be incorporated 
into an abortive state, devoid of culture and almost 
without a language—Albania! Needless to say, it 
was understood that this State of Albania should ex- 
ist as a Protectorate of Italy. But we know, and 
the Italians themselves admit, that there are no 
Italians to be found either in Northern Epirus, or 
for that matter, in the whole of Albania! 

This is of no-importance, we are told—Europe 
has so decided! 
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But the comical side of this question of Northern 
Epirus, if indeed there can be anything comical in 
this appalling tragedy, is that those who are most 
vitally interested, the inhabitants themselves of that 
region, without distinction of religion or race, be 
they Greeks, Jews or Mussulman Albanians, have 
repeatedly expressed their will to be Greek citizens. 
By referendums, petitions, and resolutions, passed 
in mass-meetings, and signed by ecclesiastical and 
other authorities, by Mussulman Muftis, by Rabbis, 
by Agas and Beys, by Orthodox Greeks and Al- 
banians, they have again and again given vent to 
their unchangeable feeling of solidarity with their 
brethren of the Greek mother-land. One of these 
resolutions reads as follows: 

“After so many centuries of tyranny and suffer- 
ings, during which we have lived the lives of slaves, 
beyond the pale of human civilization, being deliv- 
ered at last by the shedding of the blood of our 
brothers and by the glorious victories in the war of 
1912, we find it impossible to conceive that any 
European power can separate us from our mother- 
country Greece, from liberty and} civilization, in 
order to place us under a yoke more tyrannical, if 
possible, than the first. If this is done, we will take 
up arms once again, with the result that a war of ex- 
termination will have to be waged against us.” 

The people protested, as you see, but the iniquitous 
secret agreements continued in force, even after the 
beginning of the great war, which was fought, so it 
was declared, that the liberties of the peoples might 
be protected! 

At a critical moment, an event of immense im- 
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portance occurred: the Great Republic of the United 
States entered the World War and declared, through 
its President, that in the great struggle for human 
liberties, purity of purpose should be paramount and 
that no egotistical principles should claim precedence. 

On the strength of this declaration, the Northern 
Epirots, from Himara to Corytsa, from Tepeleni 
to Delvino, await with confidence, the decisions of 
the Peace Conference. Their fate, I am convinced, 
is in good hands. 

But Northern Epirus is only a part, and a very 
small part, of those territories in which Greeks have 
lived for four centuries at the mercy of brutal op- 
pressors, bereft of the most cherished of all posses- 
sions—their freedom—and condemned to an exist- 
ence of humiliation and slavery. In Thrace, along 
the littoral alone, including Demotika, Souffli, and 
Agathoupolis (lately reported to have been burnt 
to the ground by the Bulgarians), there are 84,000 
Greeks as against 21,000 Bulgars. Around the Sea 
of Marmora, into which the allied fleet made its 
triumphal entry, after the unconditional surrender of 
the Turks, there are on the northern littoral 177,000 
Greeks as against 97,000 Turks, and 175,000 
Greeks as against 169,000 Turks on the southern. 

The Dodecanesos, the Twelve Islands of the 
Aegean, are inhabited almost entirely by Greeks, 
yet notwithstanding this fact, and the principles 
enunciated by President Wilson, these islands are 
still under the military occupation of Italy, ostensibly 
in consequence of a clause of the Italo-Turkish treaty 
of Lausanne—a clause which, however, I must add, 
has since been fully: executed! 
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In Asia Minor, imagine a line drawn southwards 
from the city of Panormos, on the Propontis, to the 
city of Makri, opposite the island of Rhodes. West 
of this line down to the sea, the character of the 
country is entirely Greek, as Greek as the provinces 
of the free kingdom of Greece. Language, culture, 
civilization, customs, habits—everything is Greek. 
So much so that even the Turks who inhabit those 
districts speak Greek, because business is almost en- 
tirely in the hands of Greeks. In certain cities, the 
entire population is Greek. 

My unredeemed fellow-countrymen in Asia 
Minor, gentlemen, deserve, perhaps more than 
others, the sympathy of the people of America. 
Ever since the beginning of the war, the Turks, feel- 
ing a greater resistance there on the part of the 
Greek element, because it was numerically stronger 
and more compact, and filled with hatred against 
these Greek subjects, who continually expressed their 
hope in the final victory of the Entente, the Turks, 
I say, let loose their diabolical fury against them 
especially. 

It is a French writer, Felix Sartiaux, who de- 
scribes in vivid colors the inhuman destruction of 
New Phokea, that thriving little city, the ancestors of 
whose inhabitants founded the great modern city and 
port of Marseilles. Here the Turk proceeded to 
work in the same way as in Armenia and elsewhere. 
The subject is an unpleasant one but I must ask you 
to allow me to give you an example of what the 
Turk is capable of, to which I have seen no reference 
in this country. It is in a letter from a missionary, 
who lived for many years in that part of the world 
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to a friend of his, a missionary in Bombay, India. 
He describes how the Turks separated the young 
women from the old, and how the latter were killed. 
Then, he says, when it came to the children, “the 
Turks grew tired of killing, and decided to bury 
alive about 200 of the younger ones. The thing I 
saw with my own eyes is awful, but I will try to tell 
it. For half an hour or so after these children were 
buried, one could hear nothing of their cries, but the 
soil was all the time moving like a rolling wave on 
the water. ae 

But if Epirus, Thrace and Western Asia Minor 
are Greek, Constantinople is the glowing center of 
Hellenism. There are 364,000 Greeks in the vilayet 
of Constantinople and the soul of the city is Greek. 

How could it be otherwise, gentlemen! 

Byzantium, or Constantinople, as it was subse- 
quently named, was Greek even long before the 
Christian era. It was conquered by the Romans, 
and, in the fourth century after Christ, became the 
capital of the eastern portion of the Roman Empire 
which, as you know, was rapidly transformed 
from Roman into Greek. Already at the begin- 
ning of the sixth century, the Emperor of Constanti- 
nople had to enact laws in Greek, because his sub- 
jects were Greeks. 

The geographical position of the city constituted it 
the only barrier between civilization and barbarism, 
and the history of the period is a series of 
wars waged against wild hordes sweeping down 
from the North and the East. On one occasion the 
enemy came from the West; it was during the great 
Crusades to the Holy Land, at the beginning of 
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the thirteenth century, when the Crusaders on their 
way to deliver the Holy Sepulchre, stopped and 
sacked Constantinople, tempted by the prospect of 
appropriating its fabulous riches. The so-called 
Latin Empire, which they established, met the same 
fate as the previous Roman Empire, and after a 
short interval of half a century, the Greeks re- 
asserted their racial vitality and re-established their 
sacred rights in their own Capital. 

From that time until the middle of the fifteenth 
century, the Greek Byzantine Empire, though ex- 
hausted by the long struggle, and hemmed in on all 
sides by ever more numerous forces, still remained 
faithful to its noble task and traditions and repeat- 
edly delayed the triumph of the barbarians. 

But at last the fatal day came. Constantinople 
was no longer, and the Greeks became the slaves 
of the Turk, who has never in all history accom- 
plished anything for the happiness and progress of 
Humanity. On the contrary, they say of him, in the 
Near East, that where the hoof of his horse has 
trod, the grass grows no more. 

And yet it was no easy victory. There was no 
armistice asked for, no white flag, no attempt to 
escape by the back door of diplomacy. The Greeks 
knew that their days were numbered, and, though 
abandoned by the Christian world, they fought to the 
bitter end with all the desperation of men willingly 
sacrificing themselves in defense of an ideal, and in 
order to save their honor if all else were lost. Their 
Emperor, Constantine Palelogos, far from seeking 
his own personal safety, was in the very forefront of 
the battle, encouraging his people by word and ac- 
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tion, and when he finally fell, overwhelmed, the 
world lost a truly heroic soul, and the Greek people 
acquired a watchword for their future which is as 
strong today as ever, that duty, loyally accomplished, 
is not accomplished in vain. No, Constantine Pale- 
ologos, did not run away to a neutral country, barely 
escaping his own enraged soldiery; he died a sol- 
dier’s death in order to vindicate the honor of his 
country and be an example to the Greek generations 
to come. 

It was this spirit, still shown today by the unre- 
deemed Greek populations, and the injustice of which 
they are the victims, that President Wilson had in 
mind, when he recently wrote concerning the Greeks 
of Asia Minor: “They are bound by many ties to 
the rest of the liberty-loving people of the world, 
who are fighting to free all weak and oppressed na- 
tionalities from the cruelty and oppression of strong 
and autocratic governments.” 

The same considerations prompted one of your 
leading Senators to propose, the other day, that the 
terms of peace should include “the security of 
Greece, the putting of Constantinople under inter- 
national protection, with Greece perhaps as the 
mandatory of the Powers, to administer the affairs 
of the city, and the return of those portions of Asia 
Minor, where Greeks are predominant, to Greece.” 

And yet, gentlemen, in spite of these reassuring 
statements by two of the most prominent citizens of 
the United States, I will venture to ask the follow- 
ing questions: Will the Peace Conference act up 
to these principles? Will the day of liberation, 
patiently awaited, from generation fo generation, 
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throughout the centuries, at last dawn for those 
three million wronged human beings? Or will 
secret treaties be allowed to sully the purity of 
purpose proclaimed by President Wilson, and to 
stultify the efforts of ithe men who but recently 
fought and saved Democracy? 

We hear of a secret treaty of April 26th, IgIS. 

By this treaty Italy was to receive, besides other 
territories at the expense of the Czecho-Slovacs and 
the Jugo-Slavs, the Twelve Islands of the Dode- 
canesos at the expense of the Greeks, although, I 
repeat, there is not a single Italian living in them. 
Italy was also to receive territory in Epirus down to 
the borders of the Himara district and as far south 
as Cape Silos, opposite the Island of Corfu. Finally, 
a so-called sphere of influence was assigned to her in 
Asia Minor “in that part of it which adjoins the 
province of Adalia,” to quote the words of the 
treaty. No doubt, this would include Smyrna itself, 
“Giaour Ismir,” “Infidel Smyrna,” as the Turks call 
this city, because of its 243,479 Greek inhabitants, 
as against which they, the Turks, can only muster 
96,250 while no Italian inhabitant is to be seen any- 
where, as is also the case in Epirus. 

And so we see that in the year of Grace, I9IS, 
a secret treaty between the great World Powers con- 
siders human beings as goods and chattels. From 
being the property of the Turk, they become the 
property of the Italian! The exit of the Turkish 
gendarme heralds the entrance of the Italian cara- 
binieri! 

Will the people of America and all who have 

fought for liberty and freedom, stand by and look 
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on indifferently while such an appalling injustice is 
being perpetrated,—this people of the United States, 
whose President has said that ‘the foundation 
stones of its political structure are liberty and free- 
dom?” 

It is to implore your aid and support, gentlemen, 
at this critical moment in the history of my race, that 
I have come here today. I beg you to proclaim to 
the world your unshakable determination to assert 
your will to support and protect a people whose free- 
dom has been ravished, and who now claim the right 
to live as they shall determine, side by side with those 
from whom they were unjustly separated. 

The Greek national anthem, gentlemen, is a hymn 
to Liberty. In 1821 it inspired the revolutionists of 
our war of independence and will continue to be the 
motto of all Greeks whether in the free kingdom or 
beyond the border under foreign dominion. The 
liberty and unity of the Greek race is the Ideal of 
Hellenism; an ideal which is as imperishable as the 
Greek race itself, and for which Greek blood has 
again and again been shed, whether on the moun- 
tains of Epirus where Greek women danced their 
national dance for the last time before hurling them- 
selves over the cliffs to avoid falling into the hands of 
the Turks, or again in Crete, where the fearless 
revolutionists kept on hoisting the Greek flag as it 
was repeatedly struck down by shells, or yet, once 
more, on the battlefields of Macedonia, or finally in 
Asia Minor where thousands have sacrificed their 
lives, preferring to die rather than desert their race 
and religion. 

And so, gentlemen, I do not hesitate for a mo- 
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ment to say that, if this great wrong is not righted, 
the old struggle will continue with unabated fervor 
and tenacity, until that long-awaited day shall at last 
dawn, when the people whose history continues in 
an unbroken line from remotest antiquity to the 
present day, the people who attained the highest 
pinnacle of culture and civilization, and in whose 
language the Gospels and the Epistles of St. Paul 
were written, shall finally be united into one free 
nation, ready to take its place with the other free 
nations of the world and prepared loyally to per- 
form its duties in the long and difficult progress of 
humanity towards perfect Justice and Good-will. 


